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rametric equalizing filters
which, due to their layout in
FIR technology, also work in a
time-correct manner and wit-
hout phase errors.

This is particularly important
in the transitional zone to the
sub-low range which is repro-
duced by one 10* aluminium
driver on the back of each sculp-
ture. At approximately 80 Hz
the signals are passed on to the
rear; phase shift and time skew
are compensated completely
digitally. Together with the
sealed enclosure design and the
cabinet detached from the mid-
high block, this is to provide a
strikingly accurate bass respon-
se. Despite its light-weight alu-
minium diaphragm, the Scans-
peak cone driver is capable of
executing those long splutter-
free strokes as they are crucial
for sealed enclosures.

Chain inside

Shielded by a copper sheet and
located on the rear of the right
speaker, the electronic block
holds the six power amplifier
channels of the Pascal s-pro2
type to process the signals for
the individual drivers after their
active separation. The unamp-
lified left speaker is driven in a
fully active mode via custom
multicore cables and Speakon
connectors (bottom right).

The 10 driver with alu cone
comes from Scanspeak and,
owing to its rear ventilation
design, can perform long
strokes even in a sealed
enclosure.

The new dome tweeter

Like all ceramic drivers from -3
Accuton, the 30 mm inverse
dome is originally made from
aluminium, which is
transformed fully and |
homogeneously by a !
patented anodic
oxidation into amor-
phous, ultra rigid
aluminium oxide (Al203)
and then turned through
heat into a durable
structure. The white \
diaphragm can only be cut \
by means of laser, otherwise it
would break.

Magic in the room

Already the first measure of
Bruckner’s 8th symphony (un-
der the baton of Young) got the
testers awestruck. So impressi-
vely staggered in depth, three-
dimensional and with most
delicate nuances did the orches-
tra fill the room that one had
rather thought to be at the
Elbphilharmonie than in
stereoplay’s compact listening
room.

Only a small overdose in the
brilliance of the brass section
didn’t quite match the super
velvety, transparent character
so that the stereoplay crew —
together with Lyravox designer
Jens Wietschorke, who had also

come along — devised a little
antidote in the shape of a mini-
mal correction at 2.6 kHz and
a hint of fundamental tone
warmth.

What followed was a lecture
in correct and at the same time
vivid reproduction: Sara K‘s
marvellously breathed cover
version of “A Whiter Shade of
Pale* was standing in the room
with a dense atmosphere and an
irresistibly beautiful voice,
while the Karlina proved to be
frugal in terms of listening di-
stance and placement and dis-
played a threedimensional ma-
gic also in the nearfield. Attack
notes like the plucked guitar
strings were reproduced

precisely with just the right
amount of energy, but without
overemphasising the transients.

This was also true of recor-
dings which sometimes do not
sound like high-end such as
Marillion’s “Made Again®*: the
driving rhythms with a punchy,
musically involved low bass
laid out the basis for a live-like,
lush, yet never annoying per-
formance. One could literally
feel the vibes in the audience
with lots of sparklers, cigarette
lighters and applause without
the Lyravox employing its re-
solution skills for anatomising
the recording.

Instead it used its ceramic
drivers to optimise the musical
lucidity! Whatever the testers
threw at it, there was hardly a
recording that denied the magic
of the combination. Miles Da-
vis’ “Some Day my Prince®,
still recorded in ping-pong
mode, unleashed a literally bl-
inding energy in the trumpet
entries and yet, in spite of all
the radiance, it never sounded
over-the-top, but blended in
with the accompaniment’s deep
acoustic fundament. Finally it
was the rare entity of utmost
resolution and natural transpa-
rency which made the Karlina
one of the most audiophile ac-
tive speakers ever.

Malte Ruhnke B

The diffuse sound AMT sits on top
of the loudspeaker and slowly fills
up the indirect sound in the room
only above 5 kHz. This will also
work close to a wall.
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17,800 euros ¢>€
Distribution: Lyravox —
Phone: +49 (0) 40 / 320897980 (e B
www.lyravox.de c
Dimensions (W x H x D): 36 x 108 x 34 cm D
(14.2x425x13.41n.) Y
Weight: 29.5 kg (65.1 Ibs) a:
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Katie Melua: What a Wonderful World
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CASSIDY § KATTE
AWonderful World s

Frequency response
Rather deep, perfectly neutral, unsteady
bundling, diffuse radiator sets in above 5K

Level & distortion charts 85-100 dB SPL

LYRAVOX | continuously low distortions, only rising in the

y sub low range with limiter kicking in
Lower limit frequency -3/-6 dB  54/46 Hz . “
Maximum SPL 101 dB rs overall. Malt
Power consumption (standby/on) 5.3/27 W Id ‘s best.“ Hans
Wireless system Bluetooth 1
Coding APT-X (BT), 24/192 (coax) sic without end.*
Equalizer 5 fully parametric filters B e
Inputs analog RCA/XLR o/—
Inputs USB/coax./opt. o (Speicher)/e/—
Remote control/app o/e

_ KARLOTTA

Practi e r—— e
ractice and compatibility == = = ‘f__ — ﬁ%'&éﬁillé‘gﬁqw_ﬁ-_&é?}v'
Room acoustics and placement - m . B : = .‘ _ |

Flexible in placement and adjustment, larger
listening distances only in dampened rooms

istening distance: m s m—— 5m POf i
\I;V:ltll clegr(:mtcae om 15 m ! - BEST I_i.lgh .
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Evaluation 08/2017 - - High End-2017 06/2018 )

Price/Value: Outstanding

Naturalness 15 Price/Value: Outstanding
(2 5 0 0 B B B B B |
Fine details 15
L2 8 0 0 R B 0 N § |
High-level dynamics 10
8 8 0 0 |

Bass qualty This is the future of the loudspeaker:

i ’ L — A lossless symbiosis of perfect mechanics,

A unique design which combines the ultimate

clarty of th Geramic Gers with active masterful acoustics, integrated signal processing, and

ILVRAVOX semiac numecs: JECCEEE precision. Fascinatingly holographic spatiality,

pram——— acoustically easy to adapt and with a logical d irect | y coup | e d amp li fi cation.
[ operating concept — everything fits the bill if

the room is not too big.
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